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SOCIAL SCIENCE
MS. NOBLE  TEAM 7-1
WORLD HISTORY: EASTERN HEMISPHERE- Grade 7

This course is intended to familiarize students with the historical, cultural, political, geographic and economic aspects of the world from the ancient times through the beginning of the Age of Exploration.  Seventh graders will study the Eastern Hemisphere and focus on developing the skills necessary to analyze and interpret this area of the world from a geographic, historical and cultural perspective. Students will develop an understanding of the physical and cultural processes that shape regions and people and an appreciation for our roles and responsibilities as world citizens. Students will also study the emergence of major religions. In addition, principles of financial literacy will be addressed. 
MAJOR UNITS of STUDY:
· Ancient Greece and Polytheism
· Ancient India, Hinduism and Buddhism

· Ancient Rome, the rise of Judaism and Christianity 

· African Empires and Trade Routes
· The Rise of Islam

· Trade along the Silk Road

· Middle Ages Around the World

· Renaissance/ Scientific Revolution/ Age of Exploration

Integrated throughout these units will be a study of world geography, economics, social science analysis, non-fiction literacy, historical literature, government and civics.  Each Friday will be Current Events Friday, with students responsible for reading, discussing and responding to current events.   
Students’ skills and knowledge in social studies are measured in five categories:

· Historical Thinking
· Historical Knowledge

· Geography

· Civics and Government

· Economics and Financial Literacy

· Social Science Analysis
PROFIENCY BASED TEACHING AND LEARNING :

Students will do practice work and then be assessed in these categories as we learn about the content in each of our main units.  Assessments are built from Oregon’s standards-based learning targets for the social sciences.  It is important that each student understands how close he/she is to becoming Proficient in each skill.  

Formative assessment: Practice activities are formative assessments that give the student feedback on their learning and help the teacher plan instruction. These assessments are assessment for learning. Practice makes permanent, so students must apply quality effort to properly learn. Students will use a variety of methods and materials such as  notes, texts, activities and diagrams to develop their knowledge. 

Summative assessment: After learning and practicing, students will complete summative assessments to measure their understandings and skills within a topic. These summative assessments will be individual quizzes, tests, projects or performances that show the result of the learning process. Summative assessments will be entered in the gradebook with the following marks:
Mastery:  Through extensive evidence, the student consistently surpasses the proficient level and demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the standard.

Proficient:  The student regularly meets the standard and demonstrates a working knowledge of essential skills; while there are still some weaknesses, the strengths are dominant.

Approaching:  Although the student occasionally demonstrates a working knowledge of the essential skills that encompass the standard; there are still more weaknesses than strengths.

Developing:  There is very little understanding and skill demonstrated with greater omissions or errors evident.

Beginning:   No understanding or skill is demonstrated yet.

 ALL students can reach proficiency in all of the learning targets in each topic. In order for this to happen, students may need to retake quizzes, or tests, or complete summative projects.  Practice for each topic should be completed for that particular quiz/test before the student takes the assessment again. Students normally do not show higher proficiency without more focused effort on practice activities. Retakes for assessments will be scheduled as needed, during class time or APP period.  
Mid-Quarter Progress Report and Quarterly Grades: 

At mid-quarter, letter grades (A through F) will be determined based on student performance on summative assessments. This is not a final grade, and students can exert more focused effort to demonstrate higher proficiency in topics before final quarter grades. 
At the end of each quarter, letter grades (A through F) will be determined based on student performance on summative assessments. 
Procedures 

· As students enter the classroom, they should take out their planners and write homework/classwork for the day’s class in their planners. 

· Students should be quietly seated and ready to work when bell rings.

· When a student or the teacher is speaking, eyes should be on her/him, with no side conversations.

· Students must use hall passes when leaving the classroom.

· Tardy students need an excused note from the office or teacher who held them late.

· Students are responsible for finding out what they missed when absent by checking the ABSENTEE HOMEWORK BINDER or the ASSIGNMENTS section of our class website for missed work.
An eclectic assortment of information sources will be used during the course of the year.  Core text:  Journey Through the Ages, Glencoe Publishers, 2005.   Also, Teacher’s Curriculum Institute History Alive!, various classroom trade and text supplements, the internet, current periodicals including Junior Scholastic, and library resources.  The textbook is available online and can be used instead of the hard-bound at home.  
STUDENT SUPPLIES:

A composition book

A spiral notebook

Pens and pencils (blue or black pens only—no gel pens)

A red pen

Colored pencils

A separate place in your large binder just for social science class

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Please bookmark our class website on your home computer:    www.nobleclass.weebly.com
The best way to contact me is through email:  mary.noble@medford.k12.or.us    
All students will have a Medford District Google account.  This is to be used for schoolwork only.  The user name and password for this are in the student’s PAL information. Parents are encouraged to monitor home use of this account.  

I look forward to a great year of learning and working together!  Having spent time living overseas and traveling to over 30 countries, I speak from personal experience:  the right to a good education is not enjoyed equally by all children around the world.  Please treat this year as a wonderful opportunity to grow and learn, and do your best!

Sincerely,

Mary Noble   




My child, __________________________________, and I have read this syllabus, and I will do my best to help my child fulfill the expectations of the class.





____________________    _______________________                       ______


print parent/guardian   signature parent/guardian	                 date








